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 weeks without any food except the meat we shot. Fortunately, of game
 there are unlimited quantities throughout those districts, and the men
 were never long hungry. Any caravan passing through this piece of
 famine country, whose leaders were not keen about shooting, would
 starve. Having joined the caravan at Rhodesia, I travelled east to
 Mkula's, leaving the station on November 11th and reaching Mkula's on
 the 16th.

 From Mkula I travelled to the head of Kamba Bay (Tanganyika),
 leaving Sumbu to the north. The road from Kamba to Mkula is better
 than that from Sumbu, and there is more water on the way. From
 Kamba I went on to Abercorn Station, calling at Kabunda's, the Baluchi.
 I also called at Niamkolo, the Tanganyika Station of the London Mis-
 sionary Society. Mr. Swann, the missionary in charge there, had recently
 been with the mission steamer Good News to Ujiji. He saw Rumaliza
 there (Tippoo Tib's partner), with whom he has been on friendly terms
 for some years past, and was told by him that the Arabs are much
 exercised in mind by the war troubles east and west of Tanganyika, and
 that it was possible that they might all join in a war against the Congo
 Free State and the Germans. Ujiji was being fortified by Rumaliza,
 who had taken down the German flag he had for some time flown.

 On November 25th I left Abercorn and travelled to Fwambo, where
 I was delayed two days, and thence hurried on as fast as possible
 towards Nyasa, in the hope of catching a steamer at Karonga, and I
 sent messengers on ahead to delay the steamer should she reach there
 before my arrival.

 I arrived at Karonga on December 8th, found the steamer there, paid
 off my carriers, and left on the 9th for the south. I reached Fort
 Johnston on December 16th.

 All the natives I took on my journey, except two left behind to
 recover from small-pox, returned in good health. I had no losses by
 death. Throughout the journey I never had occasion to fire a shot nor
 to use any force, and was everywhere well received and well treated.

 I took no observations for longitude on this journey.

 MR. ASTOR CHANLER'S EXPEDITION TO EAST AFRICA.*

 THE following letter dated Hameye, on the River Tana, March 8th, 1893,
 has been received from Mr. William Astor Chanler, the leader of the
 expedition towards Mount Kenia in East Africa:-

 I enclose you a map made by Lieut. von Hohnel, of a journey I have
 just made. The map speaks for itself. It is made with scrupulous accuracy
 and is the result of many hours' hard labour. The positions are all
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 * Map, p. 576. * Map, p. 576.
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 MR. ASTOR CHANLER'S EXPEDITION TO EAST AFRICA.

 based on the position of Hameye, which has been fixed by a series of star
 occultations.

 A few words, however, may not be amiss. The Mackenzie River is
 about 12 yards wide and nowhere more than 3 feet deep. It flows for the
 first 15 miles through alluvial soil mixed with occasional lava blocks;
 thence through gneiss. The head-waters of the Mackenzie swarmed with
 game of all sorts. The country lying to the north of the Jombene Range
 and bounded by the Guaso Nyiro is strewn with lava blocks. The Guaso
 Nyiro flows in a gneiss bed, except in the neighbourhood of " Chanler
 Falls," where a mass of lava has forced itself into the course of the river.
 It is over this mass that the river pours in two streams. The fall is
 something over 50 feet high. Below the falls for 2 miles the river
 flows between sheer walls of black lava. The Guaso Nyiro is here 80
 yards wide and varies from 5 to 8 feet in depth. In the neighbourhood
 of the "Marisi el Lugwa Zambo " Plateau, the river ceases to flow
 through gneiss, and flows from thence on through alluvial soil. The
 "Marisi el Lugwa Zambo" Plateau is purely volcanic. It rises abruptly
 from the plain 500 feet. The Guaso Nyiro, in its passage through the
 plain, dwindles away till at the last point we saw it it was barely 10
 yards wide and only from 1 to 2 feet deep. The Lorian Swamp seemed of
 great extent and was filled with high reeds. The country to the north
 of Lorian seemed undulating desert covered with scrub. We saw not
 one native from Halneye to Lorian except on the Jomben6 Range.
 This whole tract is uninhabited. We saw in the neighbourhood of the
 Marisi plateau zeribas whicll had held people having camels and goats
 -probably Randhile, who visit this country during the rainy season.
 The Eandhile two years ago visited and established trading relations
 with the natives of the Jombene range. They had many camels, my
 informant said. We saw many zeribas of Wandorobbo. We got a
 capital view of Mount Kenia from the western portion of the Jombene
 Range. The mountain locked waterless on this, the north-east side. It
 was covered with many craters. The forest belt passed very high, say
 10,000 to 11,000 feet. On the eastern portion the forest extended to
 the plain. The lower slopes were grassy. The Jombene Range is very
 fertile and is thickly inhabited. The Wa-msara inhabit the western
 slopes. They are warlike, and do not pay so much attention to
 cultivation as the Wa-embe, who inhabit the eastern portion of the
 range. Both these people are offshoots of the Kikuyu race. They
 speak a dialect of the Kikuyu language, but use many Masai and
 Mkambu words. Many Wakamba and Wakwari are settled among
 them. The Wa-embe are industrious cultivators; they grow sweet
 potatoes, yams, cassava, beans, sugar-cane, and millet of two sorts.
 They are fast destroying the forest with which this range was evidently
 formerly covered. We start to-morrow for the north via Mount Kenia
 and the eastern slopes of the General Mathews Range.
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